BOND, TARA

This is a 66-year-old woman who is being reevaluated for hospice today. She is a 66-year-old woman with history of dementia, to be exact, Lewy body dementia. The patient has severe memory loss, decreased appetite, confusion, protein-calorie malnutrition, total ADL dependency as well as bowel and bladder incontinence. The patient is no longer able to walk by herself, she is wheelchair bound, but she stays in bed about 18 to 20 hours a day. She is at a high risk of fall. The patient is eating about 20% now of her meals. She has lost weight of 5 to 6 pounds since the last evaluation. The patient has history of fluid overload and aspiration. At times, she appears to be having difficulty breathing with gurgling sounds and not able to clear her secretions. She is at a high risk of developing pneumonia and death, has a KPS score of 30%. Currently, she lives at home with the help of her family member and, once again, has shown progressive decline since the last hospice evaluation; hence, the patient remains hospice appropriate. We will continue to care for her at home and hospice and to allow her to die in dignity. Family has requested the DNR and no heroics or transfers to the hospital at this time.
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